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MCE puts on production of Dr. Seuss
holiday favorite
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Hughes ollects fake admission tickets from students entering Whoville for the show. The faculty spent about
a month preparing for the production.
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Hughes ollects fake admission tickets from students entering Whoville for the show. The faculty spent about a month preparing for the produc-

tion.

Jeremy Custafson and Drake played leading roles as the @inch and his faith-
ful pooch.

A snail’s tale

A European snail goes from Mexico to Ludington

BY BRIAN MULHERIN
DAIMNEWSAFWWRER

The sound most people asso-
ciate with celery is a crisp, fresh
“crunch.”

So imagine Donna Peterson’s
surprise when she opened a
bag of celery over the sink and
heard a “clunk” last week.

What fell out was a snail with
a shell about an inch in diam-
eter. She set it on the window-
sill and continued washing the
celery.

“She looked up and there it
was traveling along,” said her
husband Dave, a former MSU
Extension agent.

Dave decided to call the USDA
Animal, Plant Health Inspection
Service in Grand Rapids about
the celery, which was brought
in from Mexico and sold at a
major supermarket chain.

“T feel that USDA needs to
know about those things,” Pe-

terson said. “I think we all have
aresponsibility to help prevent
spread of exotics.”

He added that he’s not
pleased that lawmakers don’t
take the same view.

“I'm really upset at our legis-
lators, I think they let us down
on this ballast water issue,” Pe-
terson said.

The USDA asked Peterson if
he could send them a photo-
graph of the snail. When they
got the photograph, they no-
tified him they’d like to come
and pick it up.

The USDA picked up the snail
on Monday and Dave soon got
an answer to what kind of snail
it was.

Gerry Wheeler of USDA noti-
fied him that the snail was a Eu-
ropean brown garden snail.

“While this is an exotic pest,
it is also known to be estab-
lished in several states includ-
ing Hawaii, California, Oregon,

Washington, Utah, Arizona,
Texas, Louisiana, South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, Pennsylva-
nia, and New Jersey,” Wheeler
wrote in an e-mail to Peterson.
“Based on its current distribu-
tion in the US, we will not be
taking any further action.”

Wheeler referred a request
for comments to his supervi-
sor, who had not contacted the
Daily News by press time.

But Peterson contacting the
USDA still served a purpose in
that it let the agency know what
got through its border inspec-
tions.

As for the celery?

It was fine.

“We’re not concerned about
the health effects of it,” Peter-
son said. “A good washing will
get anything taken care of there
and you realize we’ve got slugs
and snails all over our gardens.
People don’t like to think about
it, but they're there.”
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Cantata Dec. 22, 23

The United Methodist Church
of Ludington choir will perform
a “Welcome To Our World” can-
tata at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 22
and at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 23
at the church, 107 S. Harrison
St.

Mail letters to Santa at P.O.

Letters to Santamay be mailed
at the Ludington post office or
given to your carrier. All letters
will be seen by Santa and each
child will get a return letter.

Quilts on display

The Mason County District
library has 40 quilts from the
Hoffman Quilt Challenge on
display at the Ludington and
Scottville libraries from now
through January.

The Hoffman Quilt Company
selects a special piece of fabric
and each entrant must incorpo-
rate that one piece of material in
an original wall hanging. These

quilts were created throughout
the United States and Canada.
Hand quilting, machine quilt-
ing, appliqué and lots of bead-
ing are showcased in this ex-
hibit.

The quilts may be viewed
during normal library hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday and
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Satur-
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
noon to 4 p.m.

Snowshoe-making classes

Ludington State Park is of-
fering additional snowshoe-
making classes this winter sea-
son. Several classes have been
scheduled at the warming shel-
ter:

Wednesday, Jan. 9, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 13, 10 am. to 5
p.m.

Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 28
and 29, 6 to 9:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 10, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.

The class will make the top-

of-the-line traditional wooden
snowshoes that are built to last
through several generations.
Instructors will lead classes
through the steps. No special
tools are required.

When you complete the class,
you will have a pair of snow-
shoes for the upcoming winter.
An added bonus will be snow-
shoes for decorating during
warmer months. Snowshoes
also make a unique gift.

A class fee of $150 covers the
cost of the snowshoe kit. Class
sizes are limited and reserva-
tions are needed.

To make a reservation, call
Ludington State Park, 843-
9261.

A Michigan State Park Motor
Vehicle Permit is required for
all park visitors throughout the
entire year.

Blood drive

The American Red Cross
sponsors a blood drive from 10
am.-3:45 p.m. Jan. 11, 2008 at
Memorial Medical Center.
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Wednesday

Midday Daily 3 6-6-1

Midday Daily 4 5-2-8-0

Daily 3 7-2-8

Daily 4 4-7-4-1

Fantasy 5 15-25-32-33-39

Classic Lotto 47 2-8-16-19-28-43

Keno 2,5, 8,17, 19, 23, 28, 32, 34,

35, 52, 54, 60, 61, 62, 65, 66, 68, 69,

72, 78, 80.
FridayOd/ega Millions jaclkpot is:
$12 million.
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We strive to be acurae. If there
is an inacuragy, we will correct or
clarify errors. If there is an eror,
contact Steve Begnoche, manag-
ing editor, by calling the ludington
Daily Nevs & 845-5181 x326.
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MISSED YOUR PAPER?

LEUOXNOW

The Ludington Daily Neve
should be deliered to your
home by 5:30 pm. Monday
through Friday and 7:30 a.m.
Saurday.

If you happen to be
missed,please call our
circuldion department at

845-5183 x306
or
1-800-748-0407 x306
Please leae your name
street addressand phone
number on the ecording so
we may deliver your news-

paper o you.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

MAN® FPAR © DURIFE

Mason, Oceana, Lake
and Manistee Counties

Onemorth........... $14.95
Three morths. .. ...... $42.60
Sixmorths ........... $83.35
Onear............ $161.30

Automatic debit $12.50/on the
10th of each morth.

All other
Onemorth........... $22.85
Three morths. . ....... $65.05
Sixmorths .. ........ $127.25
Onear. ........... $246.40

Automatic debit $17.25 on the
10th of each moith.

QUICK POLL

TELLINGVHAYO HINK

YESTERS QU@HION:
Have a Facebook or MySpace account?
Total Votes: 502

35°

Yes (177)

55¢

No (278)

9%

TOBYS QUEHION:

How far along shopping this week?
Visit www.ludingtondailynews.com
and let us know.



